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Great Things Are 

Happening at WALL 
 

It’s a new month, and a 
wonderful new lineup of 
classes at WALL. WALL 
members have their choice of 
local civil war history, poetry, 
castles in Bavaria, Homer, 
and much more in February. 
The variety and the scope of 

classes presented this month were designed to 
bring our members interesting, thought provoking, 
and visual delights that only WALL can do.  As 
we enter the tenth year of WALL, our desire is to 
travel down memory lane with some of the more 
memorable classes in the semesters to come, 
and to venture into the future of WALL with a 
variety of new ideas and unique classes.  
Summer classes will be offered for the first time 
at WALL with a twist.  There will be an 
opportunity to stay on campus, to enjoy wonderful 
meals prepared by Metz, to tour the campus, and 
to enjoy some evening classes and more.  Please 
plan to join us as we embark on this new WALL 
adventure.  More information will be forthcoming. 

As we look forward to the future, we want to 
ensure that WALL continues to be a mainstay in 
Middle Georgia. By volunteering to serve, WALL 
can be assured of continuing to be a vital part in 
providing educational and social opportunities for 
mature learners here in Macon and Central 
Georgia.   

If you are interested in volunteering to serve on 
committees, suggesting ideas for new classes, 
etc., please contact me at stharpe69@gmail.com.   

See you on campus, 

Sandy Tharpe 

WALL President 
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Course Descriptions February 2020 
 

Homer and Archeology 
Joanna Watson has participated in the National 
Geographic excavation and will provide amazing 
insight into geographic detail of 400 years’ retelling of 
the Homeric epic. 
 

Castles and Palaces of Bavaria 
Ernst Takacs, who was born and raised in Bavaria, will 
take us on an armchair journey of some of Bavaria’s 
most beautiful castles, palaces and locations. Ernst 
has noted that he finds lots of similarities to Bavaria in 
his new Macon home.  
 

Women’s Issues in the Global World 
Dr. Diedre Donmyer, whose research is centered on 
rhetorical, film, women's, cultural, and pedagogical 
studies will lead us in an examination of the positions, 
expectations and oppressions of women in a global 
context. 
 

Macon and the Civil War, Part 1 
Chuck Rawls will enlighten and discuss with us the 
role of Macon in the Civil War up to postbellum era. 
 

Chinese Culture 
Wesleyan Confucius Institute faculty will provide four 
lectures on tourism of four regions of China. 
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Course Descriptions March 2020 

Great Decisions (March and April) 
This course is disseminated throughout the United  
States and moderated locally by the leaders of adult 
education/ discussion groups similar to our WALL 
organization. 
Our course leader is Vince Coughlin who was 
instrumental in starting the WALL program after 
experience with a similar organization at the University 
of South Carolina, Aiken. The subjects for this 
semester’s course are listed on the course detail sheet 
found in this newsletter. The Great Decisions Briefing 
Book is required reading for this course. It is available 
at the Wesleyan College bookstore at a cost of $30.00. 
An online edition is available from several publishers 
(Amazon, Kindle, etc.). Each class begins with a DVD 
related to the week’s topic and is followed by a 
discussion of all the material. Enrolment is limited to 18 
per session. 
Each class meeting lasts one-and-a-half hours. There 
are a total of eight class meetings. 
 

Social Media: Navigating Today’s 
Information Landscape 
This review of social media platforms (Facebook, 
Twitter, and LinkedIn) will use real world examples to 
explore censorship, privacy-settings and new terms in 
the media.  
 

Slavery in Christianity 
This course will examine the early Roman context of 
Christianity and the dynamics of slavery using the 
parables of Jesus and the writings of Paul. It wil 
present slavery as seen in real life and as viewed 
metaphorically. 
 

Exploring Acrylic Painting 
Students will learn the techniques of painting with 
acrylics. The classes will work from still life inside and 
outside. 

Course Descriptions April 2020 

Great Decisions (March and April) 
See description with March course listing 
 

Pleasant Hill - Macon 
Alice Bailey will familiarize the WALL family with the 
“Glory of Pleasant Hill” - homes, neighborhoods, 
economy, professional services, businesses, schools 
and churches - and their destruction by government. 
 

Cut it Out: Hands on Pruning 
Students will learn; tools and how to use them; why 
pruning contributes to the health of plants; and how to 
prune in order to accomplish the style desired in a yard 
or garden. 
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WALL Officers 2019 – 2020 
President - Sandy Tharpe 
Secretary – Garnett Lindsay 
Curriculum Chair – Ed Brewton 
Public Relations Chair – Richard Davies 
Finance Committee Chair – Vince Coughlin 
WALL Newsletter Editor – Bill Hargrave  
Treasurer – Wesleyan Treasurer 
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What’s Happening at Wesleyan 
 

Macon Artist Invite (Porter Fine Arts Building) 

     Through Friday, Feb 28 

An exhibition featuring Macon artists, including: Meg Campbell - Dot Brown - Megan 

McNaught - Luke Buffenmyer - Chris Smith - Dsto Moore - Rudy Mendes _ Sarah Cooper - 

Carolyn Mendes - Darlene Murphy - Heidi Clinite - Rhonda Miller. 

Wesleyan Galleries are open Monday - Friday 1:00 - 5:00 PM. No admission charge. 

Wesleyan Market (Front Campus Parking Lot) 

      Second Saturday of every month 9:00a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

This fun community event features a variety of locally grown and produced items from flowers 

and organic fruits and vegetables to baked goods, art, and jewelry by local artisans. Music 

and fun educational events are also offered to the public - no admission charge.  

Kevin Snipes, Wesleyan Resident Artist 2019 

      Opening Reception, McCrary Gallery, February 13, 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
 

Exhibiting both nationally and internationally, Kevin has exhibited as far away as Jingdezhen, Chi-

na. He combines his love of constructing unconventional pottery with an obsessive need to 

draw on everything that he produces, creating a uniquely dynamic body of work. Free and 

open to the public. 

 

A Little Night Music 

 

         Thursday, February 13, 7:00PM - Oval Hall 
 

Wesleyan’s Dr. Chenny Gan, Dr. Michael McGhee, Kyla Gwyn, Patricia McCall, Jaris Tobler, Bar-

bara Altman, and Michael Scott present a concert of celebrated masterworks arranged for pi-

ano duo, string quartet, and percussion.  Arrangements by Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, and 

Strauss. Performers include Chenny Gan and Michael McGhee, piano duo; Kyla Gwyn, vio-

lin; Patricia McCall, violin; Jaris Tobler, viola; Barbara Altman, cello; and Michael Scott, per-

cussion. Free and open to the public. 
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Great Decisions 2020 

Course Material is available at the Wesleyan Bookstore 
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Great Decisions 2020 (concl) 

 There will be two sections of the class: 

Section 1 will meet at the regular Wesleyan classroom 3/3 - 4/21 from 1:30 - 3:00 PM 

Section 2 will meet in the downstairs activity room at Carlyle Place 3/6 - 5/1* 3:00 - 4:30 PM

(except 4/10) 

The book Great Decisions 2020  is available at the Wesleyan Library.  

An online version is available through  
Apple Books  Amazon/Kindle  Rakuten Kobo  Nook (Barnes and Noble) 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/great-decisions-2020/id1492749826
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Decisions-Foreign-Policy-Association-ebook/dp/B083CY65LR/ref=sr_1_3?crid=267Y8YRBQ609W&keywords=great+decisions&qid=1578514286&sprefix=kindle+app+for+mac+free%27%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-3
https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/great-decisions-2020
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/great-decisions-2020-foreign-policy-association/1135733426?ean=2940163840984


 7 

Wannadoo This Summer at Wesleyan 

The creative team at WALL is supporting the leadership of Wesleyan in developing a summer WALL program 

that would allow out-of-towners and reminiscent scout-campers a chance to soak up some fun-knowledge and 

creativity in a three-day camp for grown-ups. 

The schedule shown on the next page is a wish list. The advantage to this wish list is that the potential partici-
pants have a chance to wistfully anticipate what we wannadoo (want to do) for three or four days this summer. 

The tentative plan is to draw teachers from the college and the community who have successfully taught 
adults in concise classes offered in an informal setting that encourages student participation. Some of the in-
structors we hope to enlist in our  program are: 

Jim Barfield - Macon native, career educator and published author, James Barfield is an exhaustive and enthusi-

astic expert on the history of Macon. 

Dr. Holly Boetter-Tong - Professor of Biology. Her lab uses both in vitro and in vivo model systems to analyze the mo-

lecular mechanisms which control female reproductive tract cellular proliferation.  

Dr. Chris Blake - The first permanent president of Middle Georgia State College, has a personal interest in history, 
serves on the Advisory Board of the Georgia WWI Centennial Commission and is the author of And Half the Seed of Eu-

rope, published in 2017. 

Vince Coughlin - Founder and past president of WALL. He was a patent attorney defending General Electric 
and RCA’s patents worldwide. He has served as WALL’s facilitator for Great Decisions since 2012. 

Dr. Richard Davies - Retired United Methodist minister who holds a Ph.D. from Indiana University, Blooming-
ton, Indiana. He has traveled extensively in Greece and Italy and has an interest in classic mythology  

Dr. Barbara Donovan - Professor of Political Science at Wesleyan. She teaches courses in comparative and in-
ternational politics. Recently, she has taught courses for WALL on the European Union. 

Dr. Jim Ferrari - Professor of Biology and program director of Environmental Studies at Wesleyan. He will lead 

us on an excursion in Wesleyan’s arboretum and help us learn about bird-plant interactions. 

Dr. Vivia Fowler - President of Wesleyan College. In 2010, Fowler joined in developing Wesleyan’s Academy 

for Lifelong Learning. She led Wesleyan’s efforts to acquire a Confucius Institute which has brought many 

programs and activities that expand the reach of Wesleyan’s campus throughout the state. 

Dr. Jan Lewis - Retired chair of theatre at Wesleyan. Prior to coming to Wesleyan, she was a professional director, pro-
ducer, playwright, and actor for 20 years in theaters in and around Los Angeles.  

Lisa Sloben - Lisa Sloben is a graduate of Wesleyan and the Fashion Institute of Technology. She has experience in arts 
and design, professional curating, collection care, art history, and pedagogical programs. She is currently enrolled in the 
Master of Arts, Museum Studies, at Harvard. 
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TENTATIVE WALL SUMMER SESSION (WANNADOO) 

Sunday           

3:00-5:00 Registration and Check-in for Residential Participants 

5:00-5:30 Check-in for Commuting Participants 

5:30-7:30 Welcome Reception for All Participants - (heavy hors d’oeuvres, adult beverages) 

Hosted by Wesleyan Academy for Lifelong Learning 

Keynote Address:        

Monday 

7:30-8:30 Continental breakfast for residential participants 

9:00-10:15 Class I: Women in the Bible      

10:15  Coffee Break 

10:45-12:00 Class II: Reproductive Rights      

12:30-1:30 Lunch  

2:00-3:15 Class III: Macon Architecture      

3:30-5:30 Macon Architecture Excursion (transportation provided) 

5:30-7:00 Dinner in Downtown Macon (on your own) 

7:30  Return to Wesleyan for evening panel discussion: 

  EU and Brexit        

Tuesday 

7:30-8:30 Continental breakfast for residential participants 

9:00-10:15 Class III: Women in Science      

10:15  Coffee Break  

10:45-12:00 Class IV: Mythology       

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

2:00-3:15 Class V: Wesleyan’s Art and Treasures     

3:30-5:30 Wesleyan Art and Treasures Excursion (transportation provided) 

6:00  Dinner at Wesleyan 

7:30  Evening Presentation: Theatre      

 

Wednesday 

8:00-9:00 Continental breakfast for residential participants 

9:30-11:30 Class VI: Birding/Plants & Shrubs     

Excursion in Wesleyan Arboretum 

12:00-1:30 Lunch & Wrap Up 

1:30-2:30 Check out for residential participants 
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